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by those whom daily practice of absurd apologies has ren-
dered impregnable by the force of truth, that such ex-
penses as havfc neither contributed to our own defence, nor
to the disadvantage of the Spaniards, have been thrown
away.

If this be granted, my lords, it will appear, that no na-
tion ever beheld its treasures so profusely squandered, ever
paid taxes so willingly, and so patiently saw them per-
verted ; for it cannot, my lords, be proved, that any part
of our preparations has produced a proportionate effect;
but it may be readily shown how many fleets have been
equipped only that the merchants might want sailors, and
that the public stores might be consumed.

As to our ill success in America, which has been im-
puted only to the chance of war, it will be reasonable, my
lords, to ascribe to other causes, so much of it as might
have been prevented by a more speedy reinforcement of
Vernon, or may be supposed to have arisen from the inex-
perience of our troops, and the escape of the Spaniards
from FerroL

If our fleets had been sent more early into that part
of the world, the Spaniards would have had no time to
strengthen their garrisons; had our troops been acquainted
with discipline, the attack would have been made with
greater judgment; and had not the Spaniards escaped
from Ferrol, we should have had no enemy in America to
encounter. Had all our ministers and all our admirals
done their duty, it is evident that not only Carthagena had
been taken, but that half the dominions of Spain might
now have owned the sovereignty of the crown of Britain.

This, my lords, may be observed of the only enterprise,
which it is reasonable to believe was in reality intended
against the Spaniards, if even of this our ministers had
not oefore contrived the defeat. But of all the rest of our
armaments it does not appear that any effect has been felt
but by ourselves, it cannot be discovered that they even
raised any alarms or anxiety either in our enemies or their
allies, by whom perhaps it was known that they were only
designed as punishments for the merchants of Britain.